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Tonight,

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

www.nia.org.

comed addition to the Board.

after proofreading this

issue of Drip Points, my wife and |
=sn became serious about planning
' our trip to Coralville, lowa. There
is plenty of information in the fol-
lowing pages for everyone to use.
There are additional details at

Please take the time to read the
resume of the Central Region VP
candidate, Bill Snell. Of particular
interest was how Bill has made a
point to be active in his local club,
despite moves across several
states. This shows his dedication
to our hobby. He will be a wel-

Also worth mentioning is the show
promotions guide that is being
written by Jim White. See p. 11.

On a sad note, Bob Berry has
penned a memorial to his good
friend of many years, Jim Bates. It
is hard to believe that Jim helped
put together a fantastic National in
Austin less than three years ago.

| hope to see many of you in
Coralville, lowa.

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934
Information Director
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

It seems that spring is just around
the corner here in Chicago. We
just had the 10th coldest January
on record with snow on the ground
for over a month; then came Feb-
ruary. By the 10th of February we
had a high of 61 degrees and all
of the snow was gone (save those
big piles in the parking lots). Well,
we know this can’t last, but it does
genuinely seem warmer compared
to January. March is coming soon
and | know that brings spring to
most of the country. With spring
brings the season of insulator
shows, swap meets, and hunting
insulators in your favorite spots.

The NIA National won’t be far be-
hind on July 10-12 in Coralville,
IA, at the Marriott Hotel & Confer-
ence Center. The NIA General
Membership meeting will be held

there on Friday, July 10, in the
Oakdale Ballroom Salon | at 4:15.
NIA business that may affect you
will be mentioned here, so it's im-
portant if you are going to be at
the National to attend the meeting.

Please read the other board and
committee chair reports in this is-
sue. We are continuing our pursuit
of the 501c3 charitable organiza-
tion status as well as several other
issues.

The NIA currently has one ap-
pointed chair position open. Kay
Bryant has given me her resigna-
tion from her position of Nomina-
tions Chair. We all appreciate her
work in this position; we know it
can be hard sometimes to fill the
ballot with qualified candidates
that have time to commit. If you
think you are one of these people,
drop me a line.

The NIA Central Region Vice
President position comes up for
voting by the NIA members at
large. We only have one candi-
date, Bill Snell, of Sugar Creek,
MO, (a Kansas City suburb). Bill's
been in the hobby a long time
since being a youngster, and origi-
nally hails from the Rochester, NY
area. Please read his bio in this
issue. Since Bill is running unop-

posed, Bill will be elected by ac-
clamation and no ballots will be
issued. | will be welcoming Bill on
board officially at the NIA National
show.

The National show for 2010 is
supposed to be in the Eastern Re-
gion. To date, the NIA has still not
received any bids. The due date is
April 15th, after which the NIA will
open up the bidding for all regions.
If you are on the fence for hosting
a show, please consider this. The
Eastern won’t be up again until
2013.

At this time, | am not sure if | will
be attending the St. Joseph, MO,
insulator show on March 7th. |
hear it's a great show and I've
wanted to go for several years. |
definitely will be at the Wheaton,
IL, show on April 4. | may also at-
tend to Toledo, IA, swap meet in
June and then go back to lowa in
July for the National. Of course, I'll
also be at the Springfield show in
November, but hey, that's a ways
off yet. We have several more
shows to go. | hope to see you
soon at one of them!

Bob Stahr, NIA #4186
President

Oakdale Ballroom Salon |

Please plan to attend!

The National Insulator Association’s
40th Annual Show & Convention

NIA General Membership Meeting

Friday, July 10, 2009 from 4:15 to 5:15 PM
Coralville Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
300 E 9th St, Coralville, lowa 97232
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Hello everyone, | just got back
from my first Insulator get together
of 2009. The local club | belong to
in Arizona is the Grand Canyon
State Insulator Club. Every year
now for the past 10 years they
have had one of the earlier shows
occurring usually the first week in
February. In many parts of the
country, that date would make the
weather quite bad, but as the
show is held in Yuma, Arizona, the
weather is usually quite nice with
daytime highs around 70 degrees
and lots of sunshine being the
norm.

This year the weather did contain
some rain, but it was not a total
loss by any means. In spite of the
predicted rain, a large crowd still
turned out. Many of the California
attendees had to drive through
rain to get to Yuma and still came.

The posted show time was 9:00
AM, but at 7:10 AM, slightly after
sunrise, there were at least 20 ta-
bles set up and operating. It was
not raining and because there was
some overcast clouds, the tem-
perature was a little higher than
previous years. The first couple of
hours went very well, but there
was rain on the way. It did start to
rain for a short time, just about
long enough for the unprepared
folks to put away their glass and
mud, and then things cleared up
again just in time for lunch.

Many parts of the country were
well represented and there were
attendees from Canada, and even
Great Britain. James Bancroft from
the UK made a trip over for the
Yuma show. This guy is serious
about U.S. Shows. This is his third
trip to the U.S. since the national
in Portland. He also attended the
Mid-Ohio show and was at Yuma,
all in the past seven months!

| would highly recommend the
Yuma show to anyone out there
who can make it. Roger Nagel and
Terri Taylor always do the majority
of the work putting on this show,
so | will single them out for praise
and honors for a job well done.

On another show related note, re-
member that the National show
this year is July 10th - 12th (Friday
- Sunday) in Coralville, IA. This is
the 40th National Insulator Asso-
ciation Convention and will be at
the Coralville Marriot Convention
Center in Coralville, lowa. For in-
formation you can contact:

Larry Whitlock

935 W 14th Ave
Marion, 1A 52302-2820
319-377-4708
nia2009ia@g.com

Don’'t forget to book your travel
and hotel if you haven't already
done so.

In other NIA related business,
many of you know that | have
been working towards getting
501(c)(3) tax exempt status for the
NIA. This is in the hands of the
attorneys and the IRS now, and
has been for several weeks. Since
part of that time included the holi-
days, it has been a slow process
thus far. At this point, no impedi-
ments to obtain this status are
known other than the usual time it
takes to get any government ac-
tion. This would really be a service
to the NIA membership as it would

allow donations of cash, insula-
tors, and services to be tax de-
ductible. We have our fingers
crossed and are waiting to hear
back now. Our current President
Bob Stahr will undoubtedly make
this known to the membership just
as soon as it is official.

I have included some photos of
the Yuma Show this year on the
following page. This is becoming a
very well attended show and owes
much of its success to the large
numbers of California, Arizona,
and New Mexico members that
attend, as well as all the folks who
come from very long distances.
We had Montana, Texas, Colo-
rado, California, Arizona, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Saskatche-
wan, and Great Britain repre-
sented that | can think of off the
top of my head. My apologies to
anyone | am forgetting, but you
get the picture.

I hope you are able to get out to
some shows or to do some hunt-
ing in the wild for insulators. |
really enjoy getting out and
searching for old lines and attend-
ing shows much more than sitting
at home watching the glass | al-
ready have. Of course watching
and cataloging my collection is fun
too, but | really like the outdoor
adventures.

| hope to see many of you at the
National in lowa. Cheryl and | will
be driving out this year again. We
drove to Portland last year, at least
this year it is unlikely we will be
paying $5.25 a gallon for Diesel!
Fuel costs should not be a major
problem this year if they don’'t go
up too much between now and
then.

Best of luck collecting,

Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720
1st Past President
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Here are the YUMA Show Photos
from a few weeks ago that | promised.
There were approximately 60-70 peo-
ple in attendance with lots of porcelain
and glass changing hands.

Attendance was down slightly from
last year due mainly to the threat of
rain that had been predicted for a
week before the show. Despite the
accurate prediction of rain (the first
rain in ten years of this show) this was
another good one to attend. | hope
you enjoy the photos below.

Kevin

John Contreras’ table and display of porcelain is always a
hit with the porcelain collectors. John is a Yuma Regular.

Shown above are James Bancroft (from Great Shown above are Dwayne Anthony (outside

Britain) and Mike Doyle of Visalia, CA. tent) with Lou Hall and Dave Laforge inside the
tent.

Shown above are James Bancroft and Mike Elaine Bayes of Apple Valley made it to the

Doyle at Tom and Lynda Katonak’s sales table. show again this year with her husband Don
Bayes, not shown.
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Most of you joined the NIA to sup-
port the Association’s goals and
accomplishments to improve our
great hobby. As you know, the
NIA continues to work hard to en-
courage growth and fairness in
our insulator collecting hobby. The
NIA supports shows, encourages
educational displays, provides
educational material in the Drip
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Points and on our web site
www.nia.org, has established
hobby standards, and developed
a Code of Ethics for all collectors
and dealers to go by to fairly deal
with each other. The mission of
the NIA to advance and support
the hobby is clear.

To accomplish this mission the
NIA needs the support of all col-
lectors and clubs. In addition to
monetary support, we need your
ideas and physical support as
well. We need your help to chair a
committee or to volunteer to serve
on a committee. As of this writing,
the NIA is looking for someone to
chair the Nominations Committee.
You may also consider supporting
the Association by hosting an NIA
sanctioned show. We are still ac-
cepting bids for a 2010 National.
Putting on a National is hard work,

but it is a rewarding experience.
Please give serious thought to
both of these opportunities to
serve the NIA and your hobby.
The NIA is dependent on mem-
bers like you to help make a dif-
ference in our hobby by serving
the Association in some capacity.
Isn’t it time for you to step up to
the plate and say yes, I'll serve!

Remember to tell someone about
your hobby, take a child with you
to an insulator show or hunt and
by all means support your local
Clubs and shows.

Sandy and | are anxious to see all
of you at the National in Coralville,
lowa. See y’all there!

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085
2nd Past President

4:15 PM - 5:15 PM

Thursday, July 9, 2009
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM NIA Board of Directors Meeting

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Dealer unloading & Displayer set-up
4:00 PM - 10:00

Hospitality / refreshments

Friday, July 10, 2009
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Dealer & Displayer unloading and set-up
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Show hours - NIA Members Only
NIA general membership meeting
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Hospitality / refreshments

Saturday, July 11, 2009
7:30 AM - 9:00 AM  Dealer set-up & Display judging
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Show hours - general admission
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM  Reception / Cash Bar
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM  Banquet & Awards

Sunday, July 12, 2009

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Dealers only
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM  Show hours - general admission
1:30 PM - 4:00 PM  Dealer & Displayer teardown

The National Insulator Association’s

40th Annual Show & Convention
Coralville, lowa - July 10-12, 2009
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WESTERN REGION VP

| don’t want to bore you with a de-
tailed travelogue of my personal
activities. However, | must report
that the insulator show & tailgater
held in Yuma, Arizona was an-
other successful event! The
Grand Canyon State Insulator
Club celebrated their 10" annual
presentation of this event. Kudos
goes to Roger and Teresa for
hosting this event. Even though
the weather was a bit overcast
and rainy everyone in attendance
was enjoying the fellowship. It
was great to see and greet many
new people to the hobby. | recom-
mend that we all participate in the
hobby by attending and support-
ing as many of the local shows

and tailgaters in your region as
you can.

The Golden State Insulator Club
(California) announced the selec-
tion of a new club president. Their
new president is Dave LeForge.
Here is a little background info
about Dave as printed in the GSIC
newsletter.

“About six years ago, after having
a flashback from when he was a
kid, about two aqua Hemingray
insulators that he had gotten from
a thrift store while camping in the
Redwoods of Northern California.
He decided to look up “insulators”
on the Internet and found ICON
and then Crown Jewels of the
Wire. ICON led him to a collector
in his area. After seeing this col-
lection, Dave knew this was
something he could get into. His
first show was the Yuma, AZ
show. Dave stated, “Everybody
was so friendly and helpful. | think
that is what hooked me. This
hobby is about a mutual love for
these glass and porcelain objects,
but even more than that it's about
the people and the friendships

that develop along the way.”

Dave Brown, NIA #1321, recently
notified the NIA Board of the sale
of the mold for the mini castle in-
sulator produced by Dave Brown
and Mike Doyle. Dave stated to
me that he had sold the mold and
remaining inventory of amber and
7-Up green insulators to Eric
Johnson, NIA #5016. The insula-
tors are listed in McDougald’s
2007 Price Guide at page 256.
(DOYLE-BROWN) Permission to
make this announcement was
granted by Dave Brown.

If clubs in the Western Region
have news items they would like
to see included in Drip Points,
please forward your article or in-
formation to me so | can include it
here. Only facts, folks, NO GOS-
SIP! Keep on collecting and may
all your finds be good ones.

Lou Hall, NIA #7185
WESTERN REGION VP

2009 NIA OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD

2009 NIA LIFETIME MEMBER AWARD

NOMINATIONS FOR POSSIBLE RECIPIENTS OF
THESE AWARDS ARE BEING SOLICITED BY THE
NIA AWARDS & RECOGNITION COMMITTEE

Contact:

Gene Hawkins, A&R Committee Chairman,
to obtain the appropriate nomination form.

Submissions are due April 1, 2009.
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Resume for Central Region VP Candidate

Bill Snell, NIA #2624

During the summer of 1980, | found a couple of in-
sulators at a garage sale, and | showed them to a
collector friend who lived down the street. | really
became hooked when | started learning about the
wealth of history behind these little gems, which led
to my trading those two to him for a half-dozen dif-
ferent glass types. Shortly afterward, | began at-
tending insulator and bottle shows in the area of my
hometown, Rochester, New York, where | met
many veteran collectors who patiently answered my
many questions and never

uncover more information about insulators and the
people behind their production. My efforts to docu-
ment Samuel Oakman's life and work led to a two-
part article in Crown Jewels and a tabulation of his
patents in John and Carol McDougald’s guide. I've
also contributed to articles about foreign insulators
for Crown Jewels, and the history of the CD system
for ICON, which was later archived in the Insulator
Wiki at insulators.info. I've also participated in the
NIA project to document the insulator collection
held by the city museum in
Claremont, lowa.

hesitated to share their sto-
ries of what made insulator
collecting special to them. In
addition to the NIA, | joined
my area clubs: the Capital
District Insulator Club and
Genesee Valley Bottle Col-
lectors Association. From
1992-1998, | lived in lllinois
and Indiana, during which
time | was a member of the
Greater Chicago Insulator
Club. After moving to the
Kansas City metro area in
1998, | became an active
member of the Missouri Val-
ley Insulator Club, and be-
gan serving as the club
president in 2007. | have
recently taken on the job of editing the club news-
letter.

I've focused my collecting on any items related to
Samuel Oakman, including Boston Bottle Works,
American Insulator Company, and Oakman Manu-
facturing Company pieces; and | also collect foreign
insulators. Over the years, I've accumulated more
and more of my favorite shape, the CD 145 bee-
hive, so I've finally given in and admitted it's be-
come another specialty. In addition to collecting in-
sulators, I've grown deeply interested in historical
research and archival science. I've spent many
hours in libraries, digging through old records to

| firmly believe that if our
hobby is going to grow and
thrive, we need to continue
holding local shows and to
support them with our atten-
dance. Why? Because those
shows are the best method
we have to publicize our
hobby, to attract new collec-
tors, and to share the great
history of telecommunica-
tions we’re preserving - after
all, how many historical
treasures may have ended
up in the landfill because no
one knew there was an insu-
lator collecting organization?
Shows and swap meets provide a great way to nur-
ture new collectors, educate them on identifying
genuine insulators, altered insulators, and repro-
ductions. Over the years I've found shows are not
just a place to find rare insulators, but a great place
to make new friends.

It would be an honor to serve as your Central Re-
gion Vice-President. | intend to do all | can to help
promote our hobby. Please feel free to contact me
with any feedback - I'm willing to listen to what you
feel are the important issues facing the hobby to-
day.

NIA 40th Annual Show & Convention information:
http://lwww.nia.org/shows/national/index.htm
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EASTERN REGION VP

Hey all, we, need a 2010 Eastern
National! | hope everyone had a
good new year. Man, what about
how busy life can get? I've been
run half to death. First, my aunt
passed away, which took me to
Virginia, my mother-in-law was
going home to New York) and hit
a deer, and finally my dad had a
wreck (rear ended) he was lucky
he wasn’t killed.

Well, once again | started the New
Year out digging and antiquing.
Yes, even with all that | still man-
aged to get out. But, this time |
also called a few collectors, just
to see what was happening. Been
finding, buying, etc. Then | talked
to an older ( the way | feel ) 86-
year young collector. He has col-
lected for 30+ years and has
never traded or sold one of his
insulators. It just reminds me of
the so many friends and acquaint-
ances in our hobby that have
come and gone. Some don't col-
lect anymore, but still stop by a
show. Some have started back,
others would start back active col-
lecting again if they just had a little
encouragement. So pick up your
phone and call someone that is in
your area you haven't seen in a
while or never met and get them
out looking or to a show. I'm plan-

ning a trip to NY and CT around
the Yankee Pole Cat show and
hope to dig a couple days in either
VA or PA. If anyone would like to,
or is willing to get out for a couple
of hours, just call or e-mail.

Once again about the 2010 Na-
tional, we still do not have any ac-
tive bids as of yet. Even if you
don't want to hassle, with one
thing or another, ilf you find a
place that we can afford, | will
help with anything.

Wel'll see you at the Chesapeake
Bay Club show in Shrewsbury,
PA, the Baltimore bottle show in
Essex, MD, and the Yankee Pole
Cat show in CT. Hope to see you
therel!

Doug (Dug) Williams, NIA #1221
Eastern Region VP

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

It's still very much winter here in
Utah. Its snowing as | write this
article and we haven’t seen the
ground since November. How-
ever, winter affords the time to do
some of the inside chores and
have fun as well. This past week
was spent making plans and res-
ervations for attending the NIA
National in Coralville, lowa. As in
past years, Jeanne and will turn
this into a slightly extended vaca-
tion and visit the area. We're look-
ing forward to a good time once
again along with the opportunity to
meet with many friends and make
some new ones.

The upstairs of our home addition
is now complete and we’re thor-
oughly enjoying family get-
togethers there. For the past two
months we have been focused on
the new insulator room in the
basement of the addition. As this
article is being written the sheet-
rock finishing is complete and
painting should commence in a
few days. By the time you read
this article | hope to be building
insulator shelves. My order for
fluorescent lights came in last
week and my son informed me
that when that many lights are
turned on at one time it should be
the ideal tanning room. I'm taking
an unconventional approach to
backlit shelves. The lights will be
mounted on the wall and the
shelves will be on rollers and a
track. This will enable bulb re-
placement without unloading the
shelves (currently a %2 day job). |
plan to photograph and document
the whole construction. If it's suc-
cessful, it should make for a good
article with the details.

On the membership side of things,
as of this writing we have passed
1400 paid up NIA members for
2009. The response to the first
reminder notice in October was
fantastic. Renewals from the sec-
ond reminder notice in January
are just now starting to pour in.
With a little effort on the part of
each member inviting new mem-
bers and reminding past members
that haven’t yet paid their dues,
we could have another record
membership year. Keep up the
good work!

| hope all is well with each and
every NIA member. | look forward
to seeing many of you in lowa. If
you’re ever in Northern Utah be
sure to stop by and say hello.

May your collecting be fun and
successful this year!

Donald Briel, NIA #7218
Membership Director
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Jack Roach, NIA #4156, Treasurer

NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION
2008-2009 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
SIX MONTHS ENDINGDECEMEER 31, 2008

Beginning Balance-General Fund $13.574
Museum Exploratory Committee 972
Authentication/E thics Account 2297
Revenues

Donations 275

Membership Dues 7.832

Miscellaneous Income 250

Product Sales 3615

Total Revenues 11,972

General Fund Expenses

Advertising 191

Insurance, Fees & Taxes

Product 1.309

Postage 1.666

Printing 498

Educational Display Postage 109

Crown Jewels Rebate 437

Drip Points 2,583

Show Advertising Rebate 728

Total Expenses i 7,521

Closing Balance General Fund 17,750

Museum Exploratory Committee 972

Authentication/E thics 2297

Galen Howard Fund 275

Total Balance On Hand December 31, 2008 21,294
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HISTORIAN CHAIR

Online Club Newsletters

In 1992, The Greater Chicago In-
sulator Club was formed and, in
October of that year, the first club
newsletter was sent out. This ma-
terial, with some exceptions, will
now be available on the NIA web-
site, courtesy of the GCIC.

The club reached this decision
during their January 2009 club
meeting based on a number of
considerations. First, was that
there are a lot of newsletters. Be-
tween 6 and 8 issues were usually
sent out per year and each issue
was typically 6 pages. Second,
there was concern that electronic
versions of the newsletter would
not be usable in a few years.
When the newsletter was origi-
nally published, it was created
with a version of Microsoft Word
that is now two generations old.
Currently, the one-generation-old
Microsoft Word 2003 that is on my
computer can open the file but
soon that may not be the case as
new versions of Word are pub-
lished. A third concern was that it

would be harder to put together a
complete run of the newsletters
because the electronic versions
were spread between three edi-
tors. Most of the issues were ed-
ited by Rick Soller who was editor
from 1992-2001, 2003-2005, and
2007-present but Paul L. Rosen-
berger took over editing for a year
in 2002 and Elaine Corriero be-
came editor in 2006, giving the
newsletter a new look in the proc-
ess. To avoid all these problems,
electric versions from all the edi-
tors have been taken and PDF
versions of the newsletter will be
created.

There is some material that will
not be included. Recent issues
will not be included since that is a
benefit that members receive by
paying dues. Club directories will
also be excluded.

The material, however, will in-
clude some features not available
to the original recipients. The
newsletter was usually printed in
black and white, but color pictures
were used when creating the
newsletter. The PDFs will have
the color pictures. Some show
flyers and membership applica-
tions will also be included in the
material.

There is a lot of interesting mate-
rial in the newsletters. Here are
some of my favorites:

1. | took a trip to China in 1994
and created a club newsletter
while there that had informa-
tion on Chinese insulators,

was ink marked with a seal |
had made there, and was
mailed from China. | heard
from quite a few people who
were surprised at getting the
letter, not knowing who would
send them something from
China.

2. April Fool’s issues. For several
years, all kinds of outrageous
events and wild stories were
included in this special issue
that often came out right
around the Wheaton, IL show.
It seemed that every April
Fool’s issue caught someone.

3. Wheaton Prairie Path hunts.
There have been two of these
hunts along different sections
of the Wheaton Prairie Path
and both have been a lot of
fun. The group photos, insula-
tor finds, and shared experi-
ences still make great reading.

4. GCIC stamp. In 2005, a post-
age stamp with a picture of the
GCIC patch was created
through photostamps.com and
used to send out the newslet-
ter. To date, the GCIC is the
only club that has had a stamp
made.

Once this project is completed,
the next one along these lines will
be to put the material from the
now defunct Wisconsin Insulator
Club on line. If your club produces
a newsletter, | encourage you to
do the same or contact me and I'll
help you.

Rick Soller, NIA #2958
Historian

New mailing or email address?

Update your information online at:

http://www.nia.org/membership/update.htm
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Show Promotions:
A Beginning Guide

In taking on the task of helping to
improve show promotions, | must
admit it took some time for me to
acclimate to scale of the project.
In the past months | have spoken
with show hosts. Those conversa-
tions varied from learning the de-
tails of what they had done to pro-
mote their show, what worked and
what did not work. Some hosts
either refrained from requesting
help or commented that the na-
ture of the show probably was not
conducive to having media show
up (such as a tailgater). Mostly |
agreed with their assessment.
This may sound obvious, but not
every approach | or someone else
suggests will always work for
every situation. Success can be

variable due to the geography, the
nature and size of the show, the
economy in the area, and how it is
implemented.

Last year yielded a wealth of
shows and they came at me faster
than | had anticipated. After much
thought, the old adage of "teach a
person to fish and he can feed
himself for a lifetime" seemed ap-
propriate. While | cannot be at
each venue to work with each
show host across the country, |
came to understand that possibly
the greatest priority would be to
create a written (in digital format
for ease of distribution) guide that
might help a show host (both vet-
eran and rookie levels) to evalu-
ate how best to address the pro-
motion of their show. Such a
document should address a wide
variety of approaches for
"spreading the word," with the
mission being to enhance the
quality of the dealer and walk-in
attendance. | have forwarded the
first draft to Bob Stahr for his re-
view and comment.

The Promotion Guide is a starting
point. The document should not
be viewed as static. Every show
host in particular, and all collec-
tors,, are invited to submit com-
ments and ideas for inclusion. |
believe the evolution of the docu-
ment can be an asset for every-
one. It provides flexibility in how

the host chooses to administer
his/her program in line with their
resources. Hopefully it will pro-
voke some new ideas. It is not
intended to be a guide for how to
set-up or run a show, although it
may have some elements that
might assist in that endeavor.

Additionally, Bob Stahr suggested
that it include resources that can
be contacted (this would include
some obvious conduits to "spread
the word" to insulator collectors
and some less obvious ones). |
would ask that every collector and
host submit sources that might be
used as conduits in their geo-
graphic location (newspapers,
magazine, collector clubs that
might have a few collectors that
would potentially be interested in
insulators, etc.) | have also at-
tempted to start a list of bottle
clubs that have members who
would be interested in knowing of
a show. | believe there is a wealth
of "collecting clubs and specialty
interest collectors" (like railroad,
marble, historical societies, etc.)
that needs to be listed and
'tapped" for assistance in
"spreading the word" about an
upcoming insulator show. If a per-
son collects, he/she is possibly a
future insulator collector.

Jim White, NIA #1127
Promotions Chair
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Just a short update on the NIA
Website: www.nia.org - Please
check out the additions, particu-
larly the ‘identify your insulator'
section. I'm working to complete
the threadless section and would
appreciate any pictures. | have
had a number of collectors offer
help, and Dwayne Anthony gave
permission to use his catalogue
pictures.

I’'m always looking for content on
the web, so if anyone has any-

thing to contribute, please contact
me at:

pyrex553@aol.com
Look forward to seeing you all at
upcoming shows or the lowa Na-

tional!

Bob Berry, NIA #1203
Research & Education
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Memorial to Jim Bates

It is with great sadness that | write about the
passing of a great friend and fellow collec-
tor, Jim Bates. Jim passed away just before
the last issue of Drip Points so this is the
first opportunity to comment.

When | first moved to Texas almost sixteen
years ago, Jim was the first collector | met
and he made this Pennsylvania 'Yankee'
transplant feel right at home. We typically
traveled together to the local shows and
even a few Nationals over the years. His
home made hot sauce was a staple at the
local shows.

Jim hosted the Austin 2006 National along
with Jack Roach, Carolyn and me and we
had a blast! Jim loved life and was a true
native Texan in all ways and always had the
best stories. Both Jim and his father were
active insulator collectors and both started
around the same time around 1970, and

Jim amassed one of the most significant

Hemingray collections around. He was writ-

ten up in the March 1992 issue of 'Rainbow

Riders' and continued to expand to close to
1000 different Hemingray insulators!

Jim was a straight shooter and his word
was his bond. | remember a number of oc-
casions he would hear of an insulator by
phone and just say "ship it!" and the deal
was done.

In addition to his great sales skills in the in-
surance business, Jim was a proud Marine
who saw significant action in Vietham. He
worked as a roughneck on oil drilling plat-
forms in his early years and attended the
Texas A&M University and was a huge
'‘Aggie’ fan.

He leaves behind three grown daughters
with whom he was very close, and | know
this is a hard time for them. There was a
large crowd at his funeral, which was very
moving with a bagpiper and active Marine
officers, including a stirring Amazing Grace
- there was not a dry eye in the house.

Jim, you will be missed!
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2008 NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bob Stahr, NIA #4186 President
515 Main St., Unit 403

West Chicago, IL 60185
bob@hemingray.com

Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720 First Past President
1102 West Aster Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85029-2808
602-564-0815

kwjacob@icsaero.com

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 Second Past President
131 Plantation Way, Stockbridge, GA 30281
770-957-9928

pony102@bellsouth.net

Lou Hall, NIA #7185 Western Region VP
363 W Stuart Ave

Fresno, CA 93711

louhall@pacbell.net

Ross Baird, NIA #1983 Central Region VP
8617 Crosswind Dr

Fort Worth, TX 76179

nsulator@aol.com

Doug Williams, NIA #1221 Eastern Region VP
131 Pine Lake Circle SW

Ocean Isle, NC 28469

dwilli69@atmc.net

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934
Information Director

10700 Academy Rd NE Apt 2636
Albuquerque, NM 87111
arthur@mcconnachie.com

Donald Briel, NIA #7218 Membership Director
P.O. Box 188, Providence, UT 84332
435-753-5786

Don.Briel@comcast.net

Colin Jung, NIA #7055 Secretary
1544 Norland Dr

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
muddhogg99@hotmail.com

Jack Roach, NIA #4156 Treasurer

8 Tremont Trace, Wimberly, TX 78676
512-847-7302

jackroach@live.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Paul Greaves, NIA #2685
Authentication & Classification
8830 Benton Acre Rd

Granite Bay, CA 95746
pgreaves@surewest.net

Gene Hawkins, NIA #421 Awards and Recognition
3847 North Prairie St

Warsaw, IN 46582

gene.hawkins@mchsi.com

Rick Jones, NIA #201 By-Laws
405 Oakwood Dr

Hamilton, OH 45013
threadless@cinci.rr.com

David Wiecek, NIA #3225 Ethics
63 Reinman Rd

Warren, NJ 07059
dwiecek@optonline.net

Rick Soller, NIA #2958 Historian
4086 Blackstone Avenue

Gurnee, IL 60031
com574@clcillinois.edu

Carolyn Berry, NIA #4336 Product Marketing
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-2006

pyrex553@aol.com

Jim White, NIA #1127 Promotions
7990 Windcombe Blvd

Indianapolis, IN 46240
indyblanc@aol.com

Bob Berry, NIA #1203 Research & Education
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-2006

pyrex553@aol.com
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Membership Application/Renewal Form

Submit (Pavable to the NIA in U.S. funds) To:

Dues Schedule:

Begular Membership . . . . . . . $12.00
Family Membershup . . . . . . . §12.00
Jumior Membership (under 18) . . . . . 5 500
Club or Organization . . . . . . . $12.00

Check appropnate class: Fegular Faruly Jurior

Check vears of payment:  Single vear Multi-year

Please Print Leoibly

Name

Donald B. Briel
NIA Membership Director

P.0.Box 188
Providence, UT 54332

don.briel @ comecast.net

Club/Org.

NIA # (if renewal)

Address

City

StateProvince

Zip/Postal Code

Country (if non U.S.)

(+4)

Telephone Number

E-Mail Address

Please mclude me in the Annual NIA/Crown Jewels Directory
Pleaze mclude my Telephone Number

Please nclude my E-Mail Address

I would like to receive Dnp Points in the following format

(Check only one choice) (An E-Mail address is required for electronic)

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Paper Electronic

Additional Familvy Members Residing in the Same Household

Name NIA # (if renewal)
1.

2.

3.

4.

Signed

Date Amount Enclosed %
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INsuCAjor i INsuCajor
(Asworm] | www.nia.org/products Asscaomn
Men's Golf / Polo Shirts or Button-front Sport Shirt Price Quantity Total
NEW COLOR! Lt Steel gray with navy/gray herringbone trim on collar and cuffs
Color Choice:
Plezse call o emzil me for available coloss! All with embroidered logo; some with pockets
o (Size chart on back) $38.00

Lm0 | Ladies” Polo/Golf style shirts - NEW COLOR! -Bimini Blue (nice sky blue!)
o Pleasa call or amail me for availahls colors! All with smbroidared logo (no podsts)
$38. 00

{ 31z chart on back ) Color choice:
Denim Shirt - (*ladiez order comparable men’z zize, zee chart)
WMicely weighted denim, pre-shnmb: cotton — stonewash blue or scm; left-side pocket
Embroidered loge 5 M L XL 53500
*B/Bleeve *L/Bleeve X 3X 83800

T-Shirts - Hanes Heavyweight — 6.1 oz .cotton — Pre-shrunk
Screen-printed logo (fonf & back) 5 M L XL (520)

= X (52
‘@ Colors: Stonewash Green, Stonewash Med. Elue, Pebble (zand). Lt. Steel Gray

‘ Embroidered logo (front only!) (**NOTE: I have a limitad number of t-shirts with pocksts, call for datails)
5 M L _ XL (520

(*note: pockets, $2.00 additionz] on all sizes) X (3

Colors: Sand. Golden Yellow, Ecru, Ash Gray, White, Roval, Red, Burgundy, Lt. Blue, Lt. Steel Gray,
s Stonewash Green

Crewneck Sweatshirts - Heavy weight — 100 %: Cotton/polyester blend — Pre-shnmk
Colors: Burgundy or Lt Steel Gray - Embroidered logo

M L XL _ ($25 2X__ 3X__ ($30)

Hooded Sweatshirt « full front zipper/muff pocket/drawstring hood -embroidered logo-
Color:Lt. SteelGray M __L__ XL_ ($35) 2X_ 3X __ (540)
Fmbroidered Cap --low-rize, embroidered logo ( $16.00)
Cirels color choice: StoneWavy bill, Khaki / Green bill, or all Denim

13 oz. Clear Glass Mug wirh stchsd NId Logo $2.50
Ceramic ]r[llg — 10 oz. white mug with logo £7.00
Paich - embroidersd logo / red embroidered edge 54.00

All sizes, Koozie™ _ The origmal beverage Koozie™ fits any stendard beer / sodacan / 12 oz. water bottle !!

“3'1’1‘55 izf Silver screened MIAlogo on: NIA blue_ red  preen 5130

colors

shirts are NIA Hat/Lapel Pin —enzmel teck pin with NIA logo §4.00

availzble by  INLA Decal -- for inside car window 50.50

specizl NIA Name Badge - sneraved; spoxypin back; bevelad sdges (fill in form on page 2)
Badge Bar — (i=. NIA position or Local Club) §4.00

Subtotal

U.5. Postage (see back)
Pagelofl Total Enclosed
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Adult /Men’s Size Chart:
S (3234 M (36-38) L (40-42)
XL (44-46) 2X (48-30) IX (532-34)

*Ladies Size Chart:
S(28-300 M (32-30) L (36-38) XL (4042)

*Ladies order comparable adult/men’s size for most
shirts. unless specifically noted as a ladies shirt

**11.5. Postage: 56.00 for the first item & $1.25 for each additional item ordered.
Postage for Patches, Decals is $0.42. Pins or Name Badges/Bars are $0.80 per

item. **for non-US postage, AK & HI and KooZies, or an exact
postace guote, please contact me.

Please make check or money order in U.S. funds
payableto:

National Insulator Association or NIA

Order / Shipping Information

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Telephone

Email address

Name Badge Engraving Information (must be a current NI4 member!)

Name NIA # City State
Name MNIA # City State
Name NIA # City State
Name NIA # City State

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Thanks for your support of the NIA !

Contact Information:

Carolyn Berry — 1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681 / 512-255-2006 / pyrex353@aol. com

Pagel of2
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