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FOREWORD

Insulator collecting as a hobby is about twenty-five years old --- just getting ready to be called
"middle age". The last ten years have seen tremendous changes in the hobby, not much different than
should have been expected watching the collectible move from adolescence to maturity.

-- Specialty areas such as porcelain and foreign insulators have grown in popularity.

-- Research on insulator manufacturers, inventors, patents, and customers has broadened
our understanding of the history of our hobby and the contributions insulators made to the
industrial development of North America.

-- And the PRICE! Ten years ago you could still count on one hand the insulators that had
been bought or sold for more than $1,000. Now, $10.000 isn't unheard of. WOW!

This seemed like the right time to assemble a comprehensive publication to update hobby
enthusiasts on what we have jointly leamed in the past ten years. Volume I brings together work by
many of the most competent and thorough reserachers in this or, for that matter, any field of study.
Volume II is these authors' best judgment of the insulator styles, embossings and colors that have been
found to date. As a result of compiling this list, we have developed a deep appreciation for those who
have attempted this work in the past. Even with the aid of a computer. the subtleties of embossing and
color almost defy recording.

This two volume work is designed to provide valuable information about North American
Pintype Insulators to the novice as well as the advanced collector in an easily accessible format. We
could only be sure of one thing --- the day this publication went to the printer it would be out-of-date.
That is the dynamic nature of our hobby. And while we knew that we could not put "everything” in this
book, we hope that we have in some way contributed to the maturation of the insulator hobby.

Good collecting!

THE MC DOUGALDS



